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‘Living Large’: Love Story Of
Wilna Hervey & Nan Mason

Living Large: Wilna Hervey and Nan Mason by
Joseph P. Eckhardt; Woodstock Arts, www.wood
stockarts.com, 2015; 200 pages, hardcover,
$39.50.

Living Large: Wilna Hervey and Nan Mason, by
silent film historian Jeseph P. Eckhardt, is o dual
biography of Wilna Hervey, a 6-foot-3-inch, 300-pound
haeiress, film sctress and artist, and Nan Meson, ber 6-
foot-tall best friend, artist, and altimately, kfe partoer

Living Large is a love stoey of two outsized woasen
who lud a -ctvnl pormion for art and Eife; whose

7 n-rythm' they did,

- it was Iding a real estate

empire, trying their backutumu-.pmmbwuo

or entertaining bar patrons with medleys of quaint old
songs.

‘nnnnwhhfimpr-'w-'n.}l-rwymu-nﬂhuf
“The Powerful Katrinka™ in the Tooserville Trolley
comedies of the anly 1920, Her evecation of Katrinka
was = | that it b » per part of
her identity.

While filming on location in the Hu'bddphluo'-;:

heth,

can communities where they could comfortably be
themselves, the “Big Girls,” an they were affectionate-
ly known locally, earved out -unnnlianrily creative
lives for themsslves. Uninterwated in defining them-
sclves except as artists, they lived o free Joyoas

fully parti in the life of their com-
mumity. They bosted some of the wildest parties ever
seens in the Catslills, and frequently used their leg-
endary full moon™ scirdes to rakse money for local
causes soch as the Woedstock Library and the chil-
dren’s health center.

Their many friends inchoded » ber of
thy figares in Twentisth Century American arts and
lettors: film director Frank Copre; photographer
Edward Weston; portruit artist Eugene Spmh:-r: the
Whitney Museum’s Juliana Force; painters Heary
Lew McFou, Williss Puchner and Charles Rosen;
and chiMren’s book illustratees Maud and Misks
Potershum.

Hervey and Mason were inseparable for the better
part of ix decades. Their unfailing devotion to each
other wan and nd-lnd Their enduring

urbe, Wilna Hervey met Nan Mason
Toomerville costar, Dan Mason. As Wilna's cimemsa
work began to wane, she and deumumd‘hnlhey
had a ssutual passion for srt, whether is was §
landeen pes and poriraits  or ensmaled
plagues. They decided to pursue eareirs as artists in
the famed artists’ colony at Woodstock, NY. As artists,
Wilna Hervey and Nan Mason evelved into asccom-
plished and imaginative talents, exploring a wide
variety of genres over the course of their long carcers.
As a same-sex couple, living in one of the fow Ameri-

art it d and their go-for-broke
hkﬂyle form the major narrative are of Living Large.
“They got an onstonishing amount dome,” Eckhardt
anid. “Their rusction Lo the sun coming up was, “What
do we want to do today™
Author Jeseph F. Eckhardt is emeritus prefessce of
history at M; y County C y College in
Blue Bell, Penn. His ﬁm book The King of the Movier:
Film Piomeer, Siegmeund Lubix, in the foundstion of a
foatare- documentary film about Lubén. Eck.
hardt is also the authoer of So Bravely and So Well: The

L‘“n‘ L&Ps.
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Life and Art of Willlam
T Trego, 2011, published by the James A. Michener
Art Museum ond distributed by the University of
Puninsylvanis Press

The fun-filled Living Large biography is also replete
with color aphs of the artists’ works and a
Iarge number of black and white vintage images of
their lives an travelers, artists, farmers and part-mak-
ere. A delight to rend, this book crosses many bound-
arkes.
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Wilna & Nan: Two Woodstock Originals At James Cox Gallery

WILLOW, N.Y. — An exhibit
of artwork by twe of Weod-
stock's favorite, ecarly leg-
endary figures — Wilnn Her-
vey and Nan Mason — will be
featured at the James Cox
Gallery ot Woodstock, begin-
ning with an opening recwp-
tion an Friday, July 10, from 5
Lo 8 pm.

“Wilna and Non a Tribute to
Two Wosdsteck Originals™ will
showeame artwork created by
the popalar couple, u well as

enamel oca  copper pieces,
which Wilna began to create
in the mid-fifties, after taking
» clams by the Weod-
stock Guild of Craftsmen.

Eoch artist's approach to
this medium is quite differ-
ent, nccording to Jumes Cox.
Whereas Hervey's works sre
more whimséeal sand usually
employ o light impressionistic
paolette, Mason's lean toward
semiahstract motifs and bold-
oy colors, employing designs

vintage from
Hervey's days as a star of the
Toomerville T’qury lllunt
movies, charming pr

by the Cabist
movement. All 40 works in the
exhibit have been remounted,

portruits of the cou[nl- “s
young women and candsd pho-
tos taken over the course of
their 59-year partnership
Both were large women, with
Hervey standing 6 foot, 3
inches tall and weighing more
than 350 pounds and Mason
by no musns dwarfed by ber
affuble companion, who was
known to early moviegoers as
The Powerful Katrinka,

Both  artists  were well
traised by promisent Weod-
stock artists, most sotably
Winold Relss in Wilna's case
and Charles Rosen in Nan's.
Much of the artwork in this
exhibit will feature Baked

uxing elegant “Moatur frames,”
Cox imed.
Wilna Hervey ond Nom

Mason were beloved in the art
colony of Woodstock, where
they lived ceemsfortably for
nearly 60 years. They hosted
the wildest parties in town
and weore fondly rvf-rr\-d to by

Gallery follows publication of
a book about Hervey ond
Mason by Jeseph P. Eckhardt
entitled Living Large: Wilna
Hervey and Nan Mason, pub-
lished by Weodstock Arts (see
compamnion book review), Eck-
hardt describes a partnership
“defined net only by the

remarksble varioty of things
they accomplished. . but also
by their stendfast devotion to
|l:l'l:: life for all it was

He adds that they
were never apart from the fall
of 1923 until Wilna's death in
1979. The women met in 1920
on the movie set of the Teon-
erville Trolley where Mason's

the role of
ervey, The

father was playin
The Skipper and
Powerful Katrinka,
Eckhardt is nlso wihble
for digitizing one of Hervey's
silent  Toonerwille Trolley
comedies: “The Skipper's Nar-
row Escape,” 1921. The Wood-
stock Histerieal Society will
be exhibiting this film, art by,

and messorabilia about Wilna
ond Nan through July amd
Aungust

The exhibit will continue
threugh August 2. The James
Cox Gallery at Woodstock is
ot 4666 Reute 212

For sdditional information,
www. jamescoxgallurycoms and
B46-679-T808.

“Fishing Wharf™ by Wilna Hervey, enamel on cop-  “City 17 by Nun Mason, enumel on cop-

por, B by € inchos

por, 8 by 4% inches.



